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mate collapse. The policy of the maintenance of the
Ottoman Empire as a bulwark against Russia's advance
had utterly failed. British finance began to shun a
bankrupt client. British statesmanship began to cast
about for a new dogma.                                              j

Meanwhile, there were others who gazed upon the
decrepit fabric with greedy eyes. When a State has
reached this stage of rottenness, it becomes a matter of
vital interest to its neighbours that they should all share
alike in the distribution of its territory. Lord Salisbury,
alive to realities, did not hesitate, even while signing the
Treaty which, once more, guaranteed the integrity of the
Sultan's dominions, to favour French designs on Tunis.
He told France in as many words that, " if she occupied
Tunis to-morrow, we should not even remonstrate/'1
France proceeded at her convenience to help herself.
The Sultan naturally turned to England, for was it not
England who had insisted at the Congress of Berlin that
Tunis should be recognized as a part of Turkey ? The
British Ambassador at Constantinople, who was entirely
uninformed on the subject, when the Sultan asked him
how her Majesty's Ministers regarded that question,
could only say that he did not know. What Abdul
Hamid thought of this answer must remain a matter for
conjecture. The Liberal English Administration which
had succeeded the Conservatives was, of course, obliged
to abide by the secret pledge Salisbury had given to
France. Much as they would have liked to adopt a high
moral tone on French unscrupulousness, they could not
do so : " We think/' they said, " Cyprus and the lan-
guage of Lord Salisbury leaves little ground under our

1 See Lord Salisbury to Lord Lyons, May u, July 20, July 24,
1878, in Lord Newton's Lord Lyons ; A Record of British Diplo-
macy, ii. 139, *55> I58-